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~ Greetings ~
Hoshino Village located in Yame City, Fukuoka Prefecture was
washed out by heavy rainfall on July 14%, 2012. After the tragic
event, we founded a non-profit organization “Hoshino Furusato”
(Home of Stars) with a mission to restore and revive the devas-
tated hillside by planting cherry and acorn seedlings.
I learnt two things through the NPO-organized activities:
1. Do not underestimate the power of kids’ compassions
Primary and middle school students from Kasuga City who had
visited Yame City through school events show great support for
the hillside restoration project. The students learned that the
devastated region was once a beautiful scene with mountains and
rivers, and they offered to send broad-leaved tree seeds and
heartwarming messages to the local community. Personally, I was
very touched and impressed that our younger generations have
such strong affection for the natural environment.
2. The essence of communication
From the hillside restoration project I have learnt the importance
of connecting with other individuals. As the chair of the “Kasuga
Citizen Panel” we meet with the local residents on a regular basis
to discuss and exchange ideas in making our city a better place
to live. There are approximately 400 foreigners reside in Kasuga
City, and we need to acknowledge the presence of globalization
within our community. Therefore, we held our very first meeting
with the international members of the community on December
2nd, 2013 in effort to support the increasing foreign population
in the region. We invited the students and researchers from
Kyushu University and the local residents to our Panel in the
format of international exchange discussion. Many from the
meeting have agreed on the idea to expand opportunity for more
exchange events, and to learn the emergency evacuation sites in
case of natural disasters.
Our organization is working closely with everyone to enhance
bonds between the local communities and the newcomers.
“Cherry Blossoms Sighting Walk” is an event to bring people with
common interests together to appreciate and to protect the
beauty of our environment. The emergency evacuation informa-
tion included is to guide you through the evacuation sites across
Kasuga City.
I cordially welcome you to this walk event to learn or to remind
ourselves that Kasuga is a beautiful and safe community to dwell.

Taiyo Imamura
Executive Officer of the Regional Sakura International Exchange
Trustee of the Hoshino Furusato, NPO
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